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SUBJECT: SOLOMON ISLANDERS RIOT ON SELE-GOVERNMENT DAY 

1 . THE AUSTRALIAN ASSOCIATED PRESS REPORTED RIOTING AT HONIARA 
JAN. 2 A LEW HOURS BEEORE CHIEE MINISTER SOLOMON MAMALONI 
ANNOUNCED THE COMMENCEMENT OE SELE-GOVERNMENT. ACCORDING TO 
THE REPORT, THE CROWD OE 200 STONED SHOP WINDOWS AS IT MOVED 
DOWN THE TOWN'S MAIN STREET, ALTER AN ATTEMPT BY MAMALONI AND 
AN UNIDENTIFIED UNION OEEICIAL TO CALM FEELINGS. THE CROWD 

WAS HEADING FOR THE GOVERNOR'S OEEICE WHEN IT WAS DISPERSED BY 
POLICE USING TEAR GAS. NO INJURIES WERE REPORTED. 

2. DEMONSTRATORS BRANDISHED ANTI SELE-GOVERNMENT PLACARDS. 
THEY APPEARED TO BE MOSTLY MEMBERS OE THE SOLOMON ISLANDS 
GENERAL WORKERS UNION. AT THE TIME OE THE RIOT, UNION OFEICIALS 
WERE HOLDING TALKS WITH GOVERNMENT LABOR OEFICERS ON THEIR 
CLAIMS REGARDING WAGES AND CONDITIONS OE SERVICE AND ABOUT 
GOVERNMENT POLICY AND EMPLOYMENT LAWS. 
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3. THE UNION EARLIER MADE POLITICAL DEMANDS TO GOVERNOR 
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LUDDINGTON WHEN IN THE FIRST WEEK IN DECEMBER 900 MARCHERS 
PRESENTED A PETITION EOR THE ABOLITION OE THE PRESENT 
LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY, APPOINTMENT OE A CARETAKER GOVERNMENT 
AND A GENERAL ELECTION BEFORE MARCH I, 1976. THE GOVERNOR 
(A) SAID HE COULD NOT DISSOLVE THE LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY IN 
ORDER TO HOLD A GENERAL ELECTION SINCE THE LAW SHOWED NO 
GROUNDS EOR DISSOLUTION, (B) STATED THAT THE LAW DID NOT 
ALLOW HIM TO LEAVE THE POST OP CHIEF MINISTER EMPTY IP A 
CHIEF MINISTER COULD BE PROPERLY ELECTED, AND (C) REJECTED 
THE REQUEST THAT THE DATE OP SELP-GOVERNMENT BE PUT BACK. 

4. THE UNION NEXT ASSEMBLED IN FRONT OF CHIEF MINISTER 
MAMALONTS OPPICE ON DEC. 11, AND WHEN THE ASSEMBLY WAS 
DECLARED UNLAWPUL, UNION PRESIDENT BARTHOLOMEW ULUPA'ALU 
CHOSE JAIL RATHER THAN PAY THE K40 PINE. 

5. COMMENT: BARTHOLOMEW ULUFA'ALA HAS PROVIDED THE LEADER- 
SHIP FOR DISAFFECTED WORKERS IN THE SOLOMON ISLANDS SINCE 

HIS RETURN FROM PORT MORESBY LAST SUMMER WHERE HE ATTENDED 
THE UPNG. ULUPA'ALA HAS GONE FAR TOWARD TAKING ADVANTAGE 
OP LABOR UNREST EOR HIS OWN PURPOSES. HE SEES HIMSELP AS 
AN ALTERNATIVE TO SOLOMON MAMALONI AND IS WELDING THE 
DISPARATE UNIONS INTO A UNIPIED TRADE UNION CONGRESS WHICH 
CAN USE THE THREAT OP GENERAL STRIKES TO EITHER BREAK THE 
PRESENT ELECTED GOVERNMENT OR FORCE IT TO ACCEDE TO HIS DEMANDS. 
OLMSTED 
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